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that, aunt." she replied. "I hate both felt, and looked at him with a prowlA MAIDEN l.tDV'M OVKH -
SKI. II.

M'u Priseilia Goodwin was roai -

, ,

j their hmmoim. I litre studied that
i man' head, and it indicate an un- -
i

common degree ci hrnines aitai a

Tho Manchester Journal,
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an eye toihe better preservation of or-

der on the plantation, she frowned up-

on the tigro, end aid, in a court

voice : "Mr. I)ble will do as he see

best. Go back to your cabin imme-diate'-

ind don't expect me to inter-

fere a'id kept the resolute expres-

sion upon In r countenance until Italph
was jvite out of sight, when she drew

furth c handkerchief, wiped a tear or

two .'rom her dark eye, and dispntcli-- e

1 ,i message for the overseer. What

pulsed nt that interview was never

JLtionu, but when Mr. Duble emerged

of them as much as ever, kxekirl
Doble is a brute, as you will discover

in time, and as for the science, I'd not

give a fig for it. So I may go w ith-

out the ornaments, I suppose."
"No, Will," replied Miss Priscilla.

" I like you better for being candid. 1

see you don't wish to cheHt me. Hut

can you take car" of the diamonds ?

'1 hey are worth a fortune, and they
will nil be your some day. I would

not have a stone lost for worlds."

"I'll be very careful,"' said Will,

gleefully. '"Phase get them aunt I

long to pee them."

at n iauy w some nny win jeaj, ui h, j

opinionated, and rather peculiar in !

her manner, ami iLe proprietress ofj
one of the finest plantations itiVirgi - j

tiia, which the managed, With the I, dp I

of an overseer, without asking advice

or assistance of any one
.

an indepeu - j
I

dent procedure no w ise i' leasing to her ;

, , . ,
brut her, Mr. Uovrer uoouwiu, who i''.. . . .
lived at a short distance, omt wiio, liy
virtue of his relation, thought hini.-e-lf

entitled to be annulled upon every
occasion. Put MU I'riicilla had al- -

wavs been self-wille- and l ad alwava
i

tMfrsifted in resatuiria tier br.iher a

bein; endowed with a very small I

idiare of common 8ene and judgment,
would m soon have entered into a ,

consultation with luT p.'t kitten as'
with her brother GoKrey. For hi

wile, who had bceif a pretty Southern

btl'e, and wa now a hi.y, faded

Southern m.Uron, she entertained u

contempt which bordered on dislike.

and her I wo nephews were her dread

" Mis Priscillu left, iho room, and to ynu-- mnlei-han- talk U the old w

back in a few m unents with aj man. I know how vcu tried to poison
cn-k- et in her hand, from which she her ears against mo, and now 111 let

drew a necklace, bracelets, brooch, J you know the truth. I am a jail-bir-

and ear-ring- s of glittering diamonds, I lobbed and murdered, and I'm

...cjher ,vllie jlis8 Will, in a towering
,iAni(, wi.h the fl.n Jt:.tr.

spreading them on lha black velvet

cushion of a sofa for their better
and dilating on their worth

and antiquity. In a little while idio

fastened them on tho aims and boson

of her niece, und even in the pink lit-

tle ear she had boxed in her forgotten

anger, and Will danced iu the runlight
until they glittered again. "How they
will all envy me," she cried, "and

how these stones will sparkle by lamp-

light? Don't I look hke ii queen,
auntv !'" She turned towards the gla.--s

as she spoke, and started back with a

shriek, for reflected in its polished
surface she saw the dark face of the

overseer, lie stood at the door oppo- -

site and now entered wi.h an awkward i

'

bow. Hisostensiblepurpo.se was to

ask some question relative to next
tho obmtntiou. and

he did not seem to notice the voting
hn3y or her decidedly uncomplimenta
ry scream. Neither of them cuessed

that he had been a silent auditor f!

the whole conversation, or saw him

turn with a menacing gesture toward

the window us he stood upon the vcr- -

atiuah without. An hour after Ms
Will rode aw ay with the casket of dia-

monds fastened to her sirdle. and look- -

.,.i,... 'i i.,. r ,i !

.cm.... i..c u,, u,

family whom she really loved j

her niece, a pretty girl of nhout nine-- I

teen summers, who had been christen-- j
ed by the Jignif.ed nann; of Willie!-- j

mina, but was never by any chance
culled anything but " Will" by her

family and intimate, friends. A plump.
black-haire- d girl, with a high color

and sparkling eyes, with an indepen- -

r it i t
Hence ot fpeecii ana manner which

her lady mother said "reminded her

sadly of MUs l'riscil In." She was a

gVeat favorite with every .one, and
looked upon fur and near as certainly
the heiress of her aunt's property as

though the will had been already
written and published for the benefit

Vilgi,,ia- -

A perfect understanding appeared

curl of her red lip.
" I this an accidental meeting, Mr.

Doble?" she aid, "or have you aome

buines with me If not allow me lo

pass you and r mount,"

Put the overseer Hood Hill between

her and the horse, and giucd upon her

with a tiiumphnnt sneer, which made

her blood run cold.

" So n y fine lady want to run

aw y, doe she ?" ho asked. " She

don't like my company. The 'villain-ou- s

face' ami tho 'abominable eye,' and

the man ho looks liken jail-bir-

don't suit her, eh.' Ah! I've listened

going to do it again."

" Let me pass," was all that Wi!- -

helmina could utter, for the wild throh-- i
...- i

oiiiir oi ne r neari .

" Xot s fust, my lady," anid tho

man. " There ain't no nigger to call

on no v. There ain't nobody to do

your bidding like a whipped hound.

Vo i tnav s ream as much ns you dense,

and the fquirrels won't lake no notice,

nor the birds neither, and there nin't

nobodv el-- h the-- e here woods."

He paused a moment and looked

over hi shoulder, lor a,'u.tle in the

1"i'd'"s l"'lli"J 1,,m ,,rokfl "I"
the si'er.c. A liitl - animal

'' -- r rabbit probabl- y- .lined from

undergrowth across the

d, "'' '"' turned once more tow- -

1.1.1 II. '.I 1.1 1 f"' ircmumig gin otwo mm.
" Tiieni diamonds fire "worth ft for-

tune, ain't they?" he went on. " I'm

K"m 10 lake one out of 'em, if I can.

I avv you atrutting before the glass.
with them a glittering on your arms

nnd i:eck. The beaux will think you
are handsome, won't they? Hark

ye, my t'ue lady, before

comes that face of yours won't be much
to look at. It'll hi the kind of face

1C lu""1 r"or ' 'V
wm.-- i as he ok( nitu Ik: now was

. i 1 . . . . . . i . . . .i .

KK""s "w 1".H:M
1 wa" u,e 0l"cr

hand for something vvhich lay h'dden

there, and which glittered as he drew

iitfoilh. And illielinina, turning
her eves towards tho bine fky, mur- -

."
miiH'd softly. ''fill nit. l.it.l' liai'A

mercy on me, for this man will have

none !"

Tlr- - bushes did not rustle this time.

only two bright eyes, black as night

imign:o niieii: i.i oiiiu nun. it iinei- -

miiia saw the steel glittering above
her head, and hear I the horrible
WOI with which the overseer bent
over her, as fho km It before him in

le r teirof. She exiiected instant
de itli, for there truly seemed no 1ioi- -

m:ii, ii Y oi rescue, ,i v parenm . my
kind ii'int ! my brothers! shall I

r see v ou ;'' uu . she inurmur- -

. ' I. . , , , ,.. , i .'

He shan't do vou no harm. He
shan't do ycu no harm. He could 'nt

neaie-- t jail, and Ralph stood Morn
hi m tress. She could Lave kissed
hi rough bla' k face as !.e thought of

f aw fa! fate from which he had

ioiciioro , roesrw ran a.

' that dead folks have, and that 'jailed back to exchange greetings w ith her
' bird' vou know of will be laughing In

nun), who stood upon the threshold.
hear 'em wonder who the handsome --

"Ride fast, my dear, said Miss 1 ris-- !

gal has run oil' with. Tie re's a holeciila. "It is Iato in the altenioon, and
. ; in these woods where they'll neverthe way is lonely.

,, find her a'ter rock aid grass and
"I oo lonely not to be safe, replied, .

rubbish is piled over her.
the girl. "I never meet any one,

great di al of benevolence. Phrenolo

gy i my guide and it never mislead

In. '
, .

Most poopu-hav-
e a favorite hobl.r,

.
and phr nology wus Miss rnseillu t.

in hen she had uttered these word-- ,
she believed that she had settled the

argument complete! v, and never
- .
dream t that lier niece would venture
to contradict her. What was her

tonisliini'iit, then, when tlmt imdutil'ul

damsel, w i I la a toss of her head, retort-

ed : e.in a sensililp wnmen lu
.

heve in such a ridiculous hurobiiu

'phrenology? IJesideu, it it were a
, .. . , , . .

.

wrmifterM)'' fit it. l it etiutii'li It lull.

,(a, y.ou an,, TitI more v

Mr ... ... ,..,...,,, .

for a moment in utter astoniehmtnt,
and ihen, without a word of warning,
lilted her right hand, and boxed hotii

I lie pink-tinte- d ears with an earnest-

ness that made them crimson, marel-e- d

oir, locked herself in her own chair,- -

i

mination of never crossing her aunt's
threshold again. She kept her reso-

lution for some time, long lifter Iter

heart had quite softened towards the

(juick-tciupcre- d old lady. Indeed, die
lonnod lor a reconciliation, hut dislik-

ed to ruako flic first overtures. Her
aunt ought to have apologized fur the

blow she hail given her, she thought,
and she waited in vain for'soine over-

ture from Miss Priscillu.
Meanwhile the spinster had had

her hands full with the plantation.
Complaints from the overseer of the

slaves, and complaints from the in-

dulged slaves of the overseer, follow-

ed one another in quick succession.
Mr. Doble insisted that the "niirsers''
had been spoiled, and wire lazy
and knavish, which was very true j

and they averred, with equal veracity,
that the overseer used them brutally,
It was a hard case, but Miss Priscillu
hud decided that Ezekiel Doble was the

man gifted by nature with the very
bumps necessary for an overseer, and

could not disabuse herself of the ideii.

Publicly, she refused to interfere, but

privately, she commanded Ezekiel to

he as gentle with the slaves as possi-

ble. Ezekiel Doble affirmed that ho

was "as kind us it was possible to he

to niggers without ruining them."- -

And the lady could say nothing more

or wouldn't, which was much the
same thing. The most rebellious of
all the field hands, according to Eze-

kiel Doble's account, was a light mul-

atto known by the name of Ralph.
A constant succession of floggings,

with the first week of the new

overseer's reign, had been bestowed

upon the unfortunate man without ef-

fect. The blows only made him m rc

savage and less easily controlled, and

k. ri11lU(,rol thmK nnit the MVer.

ter, which made his fellow-serva-

ltJ ror Uie (1; , w5th ,!lf, prom
.

' u'at "reakiast on 111 next..... . ..
day. l.uljihfliould receive such a beat- -
. . .

iag as he never suUered before.
. . .I It t...nl. . .11 ..I-. . t.tt ..i ..I 1f I 1.(1 IV JUU. SjH, Ifr 1 .l. H,.IV

rascal." he said, "if I have to flay

you. I've mastered every dog and j

.,, 1 ...IT
Kont bc dtfieJ bj a Ilijrg(.r And
I'C iood " 'P"e, with his head
turned over his shoulders towards the

s.owHng muIil!f0) as lhoui( ,,c worJi
!canJe from hu LearU

T)jRtn-
-

it ,,,, , ,

, asked to ,ee m-
-

.r(.gji

i. . e .. .
'ow "r ot me overseer threat, nno:

f, ,.. ... u int. ...
.ween thm. "I ll r.mmi in ...k
hard and do all he tells me, if missus

my j,,. he my,fl n ,.. mv'C O' J ' J - -- V

Idool bile so. Please, mi-s- u, don't
b-- t me be whipped

The rT ignorant fellow had few

words at his command, bat his eye
(dead.-.- ! as no language eon! I. Ia-- 1

war iiy, M:'s Prisci'Ja hi ile:erm;n- -

ed that she would save poor Ralph j

from his dreaded panisbment, but with

or net f m jix t sr.

O. a. jmkiu n.
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from the house he had his

mind about having Halph whipped on

tins morrow.
When the morrow came there was

no Ralph to he found to flog or to for-

give. In fho middle of the stormy
night, with his few garments aid
some pieces of oat-cak- e in a bundle
on his shoulder, lie had kit the plan-

tation behind him, mid was now hid-

ing in wood or swamp, like some wild

animal who hears the hunter on his

track. He would have remained free

but n short time had the overseer been
allowed his own way, but there Miss

I nseiiia was tirm. ".., no. elie '

said. for him and find him if

you can, Lut I am a woman, and I

can't have my niggers hunted wiih

dogs it's too barbarous." And Kze-ki- el

smothered his wrath a best he

might in his mistress's presence, to

vent it on his unfortunate inferiors

when out of sight. Ralph was not

found after three long days' search,
nor were there any tidings when a
week had passed. Those who joined
in the search .had overshot tho mark.

U.ilpli still lurked cloie by home in a
so t of cave, amongst the woods, afraid

to leave its shadow. The oat-cuk- c

was all gone, and the few nuts and

acorns which he could find were ail

ho had in the shape of food. He was

very miserable both in mind and body,
but he never thought of going back

to be ruled over by Kzekiel. Sooner

than that he would have starved to
'death.

Once, from his rocky hiding-plac- e,

Ralph saw Miss Wilhelmina canter

through the wuods on her little black

horse, going from her own dwelling
towards that of Miss Priscilhi's, and

then, though he was a black man and

a slave, he covered his face wiih his

knotted hands, and cried like a child.

'Young Miss Will'' was thu personi-
fication of perfection in his eyes.
She had given him a bright silk hand-

kerchief on Christmas ; she had tied

up his cut finger, and given him jelly
for his sore throat. He remembered
her a little toddling baby, learning to

walk, and now he could not even speak
to her. "Ole missus was good, too,"

he thought. . "Only for that Marsa

Doble, I nebber would have run away
from ole missus and Miss Will." And
he peered lifter her as she vanished

among the shadows, her black plumes
Uuttei ing, her cheek flushed, nnd her

raven hair blown back from her pure
brow it spectacle of beauty seldom

set n iu those old woods.

Will was goin; on a visit of concilia- -
-

,0 to her aunt partly because the
rt..tnv lwved her nnd partiv because
she write 1 to ask a favor of her.
The greatest party that had been giv-

en in the neighborhood for years was

about to take place, and sundry jewels
in the possession of Miss Prjscil!u
were the desire of black-eye- d Will's

girlish heart. There was no rne.m-nes- s

in the idea, but rather a sort of
childish confidence in the aunt's good
nature. "She always was good-nature-

dear old soul," she said to her-

self, "and how I can have kept away
from her so long. I really don't know."

Truth to say, the reconciliation was

an eay one, and as they sat together
over their tea, Will proffered her re-

quest.

"Aunty," she 'aid, "w ill you lend
me your diamonds to wear to CoL G.'s

?"

"Ah, that is w hy you wanted to be !

reeor'-.l..-d- , i it ?" said the old lady,
rather tartly. "Well, if vou've alt-r- -

ed joer mind about the tvtraeer and '

phrenob.gr. perhaps I'll say ye." j

Will looked grave. "I cannot say

to exist between the old lady mid her

young niece, and they had never se-

riously differed, pave on one subject,
and this, strange to fay, was the new

overseer of the plantation, a dark,
th iek eet mi.n of nhout forty, w iih a
neck and j iw which indicated blood-

thirsty ferocity, as plainly as did those

of the great bull-do- g who was his

.reij(.n, companion. 1'his worthy
,md , t.t,)

. ; o(nec

the death of the poor old l.ues
Wol,hington. his predecessor, the
mildest and most excellent of men,
and had presented himself without a

character, in dirty and ragged gur- -

ments, after duk, to bt g for the situa
tion. Perhaps rumors of .Miss Pris-cilfa- 's

character had reached him.
She was famous for patronizing un

promising specimen s of human nature,
and making excellent use of what

every one else repudiated. Many and

many an unfortunate "nigger," lazy,
thievish, or rheumatic, sold for his
faults or misfortunes, had Miss Pris-cill- a

purchased, and lectured and doc- -

torcd into the bet servants of tin,'

place. And when Ezekiel Doble

comiii" or L'omg Resides I shall be

home long before dark. Good by."
And fhe kissed her hand and rode

away. ;

.
Was there nothing to bid her pause (

no sign of danger upon the sky or up - i

,
on t le pleasant rode? Were there
no good Spirits among the woodland

fairies to tell of the figure which

crouched already in a lonely spot in

the heart of the dark wood ? Xot one.
i

All was neacetut. anil she rode oit.i
and rolling fiercely from side to side

dreaming of the morro.v, and of her
glittered on tho ou'r.-ee- r from theown briyht beautv, to be sj well set,b 1...1 i .1: i ..i ' . I l . it-- . i

stood before her with a long story of g!lui,(ir. One night, after an unusu-ill-usag- e

and destitution on his bps, ; a!lv froublesome day, Mr. Doble left

o(V by those fair gems.
1, . , (iii.,-..-

.
,

, i

the rode more slowly, and from pure
began to sing ; and

at last she paused entirely, and dis

mounted beside a little fountain which

played amongst grass and moss over;
i

snow-whit- e pebble-- . In toe security
of solitude she spoke aloud; ' IIuw

delightful it will be," he said. " I

shall be the best dressed and well,
i r.a nml Mm i.i.i.liuc( lv,.li lli.ti'i ntn i

j.nmii, ,1,., ' v mi ri n .iT 11. win.

I shall dance with Charlie Irving, and j " Xvi unl. yon meet 'em in the

ierhaps " oilier woild," was the barbarous re- -

. p!v. Jiut as soon as the words had
v bat was it that made her pause

wi.h the words froze, on her lips, and I1"1'1 V,l" h ttrctcbeJ

turn with an awful shudder? Had1 '";
l'v a great black form which nowthat nark form which had been crouch-- ,
km.lt his breast with his handupon

ing just behind her nil this while re-- ,
'upon his threat, and uttered the

vealed itself at last.' And what was
, ... tword: "Don't be skeered, nnsiy.

i . , - , . . .
sue loon h uncy 10 mm torinwitii, anu

Fifiii;i.ii'ii i m it nnca in a itvra t i if '
.' . .diiil rLMuitiail.tA tifi)nti,,n I' .v ...i

;V mill i ..' " " '
motiMrated in the plainest terms, ex-- !

pttfsing her opinion of the new over- -

seer without It WHS tile

t1'-- i .if It . firl ..iir..l Ii n m'r.w............ ii v .i... .j ...i n i n...
had.

;

U YU di,ikc ,hC ",a" ,,ecaUie he
. "d i l ,ll'UMfd ly "'e

i

"o.ld," sa.d Miss Priscilla. "That is

W to like him,

, ,

"And I wonder at yo, aunt," re- - j

torted Mis Will. 'Such a villiiin.
face' such an abominable eye -'

he i not a jail-bir- I'm mistaken. !

le Krnntt l,ate bi,n 1 can ,dI yu"
aucr ,oor, ..n, woeN nom iney a,.
loved, any one would Lave been un--

pleasant, and this fellow

"Has he done anvil,!, l' to tou '!

laterropica Mi I nseiba.

,J!tay helms, reph-- d Mis,

Hr to ar.r c:,e else? Ah. Will
h;,w prejudiced you are just like

J"ur mother. You value people for .

w ifd thing of the forest could have

given such a pang of fear to that poor
girl' heart as that human face which! "' "

bent above her, and which she knew! Il 41 tl' fugitive slave, Ralph,

at that first terrified glance to be that Wilhelmina heard the voice, recog-o- J

the overseer, Ezekiel Doble. Ati"'' t,,e e"ZtT l'Il4clc face, clasped

any moment h would have shrunk ,,er lian,3 thankfulness, and fell

away from him, but now, in that lone-- !
1&I k fainting ujKjn the ground.

Iy wood, his presence was an awful Before ihe morning sun arose,

thing fiber. She thought of The di- -l Exekiel IhJ.'o was immured in the

tance from h iman habitation, of the
Uaiuubie jewels which she carried with

her, of her own weakness and of tli's
'

man' strength. Yet, after the first i

screaia she tried to concel the fear she


